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were handled by the officers in London.
So, to say that our immigration pro-
gramme was permitted to run down is
not true.

Mr Grayden: In three years, your Gov-
ernment bhrought as many migrants to
this State as the previous Government
attracted in one year, If that Is not a
run-down, what is?

Mr HARMAN: The Minister seems to
forget that when he conducts an immigra-
tion programme, he must compete.

Mr. Grayden: Yes; you had a Federal
Labor Government diverting migrants to
the Eastern States.

Mr HABRMAN: We had to compete
with the European Economic Community.
People from England were able to go
across to European Economic Community
countries and receive better wages and
standards of work than they could obtain
in this State. That is the point I make
now. We did not run down our immigra-
tion programme; we increased it.

Mr O'Neil: It is an Indictment of your
Government that conditions were so bad

when you were in office.

Amendment put and a divislon taken
with the following result—

Ayes—19
Mr Baranett Mr Jamleson
Mr Bertram Mr T. H. Jones
Mr Bryce Mr May
Mr B. T. Burke Mr McIver
Mr T. J. Burke Mr Skidmore
Mr Carr Mr Taylor

Mr H. D. Evans
Mr T. D. Evans

Mr A. R. Tonkin
Mr J. T. Tonkin

Mr Harman Mr Moller
Mr Hartrey {Teller)
Noes—25
Mr Blatkie Mr Nanovich
Mr Clarko Mr O'Connor
Slr Charles Court Mr O1d
Mr Cowan Mr D'Nell
Mr Coyne Mr Ridge
Mr Crane Mr Rushton
Dr Dadour Mr Sibsoh
Mr Grayden Mr Sodeman
Mr Grewar Mr Stephens
Mr P. V. Jones Mr Thompson
Mr Laurance Mr Watt
Mr McPharlin Mr Young
Mr Mensaros ( Teller}
Patrs
Ayes Noes
Mr Bateman Mr Shalders
Mr Fletcher Mrs Cralg
Mr Davies Sir David Brand

Amendment thus negatived.

Debate {on motion) Resumed
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr A.

R. Tonkin.

House adjourned aqt 10.59 p.m.

Legislative Commril

Thursday, the 1st August, 1974

The PRESIDENT (the Hon. A, F.

= Griffith) took the Chair at 2.30 p.m., and

read prayers.

QUESTIONS (13): ON NOTICE
1. ROAD TRANSPORT
Perth-Carnarvon: Bell Bros. License

The Hon. 8. J. DELLAR, to the Min-
ister for Health:

In view of the report published
in The West Australian newspaper
dated the 31st July, 1974, in which
the Chairman of the Carnarvon
Transport Advisory Commitiee is
reported as having confirmed that
Bell Bros. Pty. Ltd., one of the
two haulier companies licensed by
the State Government to operate
between Perth and Carnarvon,
will withdraw its service from the
1st September, will the Minister
advise—

(1) When tenders were called for
this service—

(a) did Bell Bros, Pty. Ltd.
submlit a separate tender;

(b) If not, what was the basis
of their tender?

(2) (a) How many other tenders
were received; and

(b from whom?

(3) What effect will the with-
drawal of Bell Bros. have on
the transport situation as it
applies to Carnarvon and the
surrounding area?

(4) Will the Government recall
tenders for the cartage of
goods to and from Carnarvon?

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER replied:

(1) In respect of tenders called in
March, 1974, a joint tender was
submitted by Gascoyne Trading
Pty. Ltd. and Bell Bros. Pty. Ltd.

(2) Three other tenders were received,
these being from J. Wilson
(Perth) Pty. Ltd., Thomas Can-
nington Transport and Carnarvon
Consolldated Carriers Pty. Ltd.

(3) It will be necessary to arrange for
another carrier to replace Bell
Bros. and negotiations are how in
progress to that end.

(4) It is not proposed to call new
tenders at this stage.
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2.

[COUNCIL.]

AVON VALLEY DEVELOPMENTAL
COMMITTEE

Function and Membership

The Hon. H. W. GAYFER, to the Min-
ister for Justice:

(1) Is the Avon Valley Developmental

Committee still In existence?
(2) If not, why not?

(3) If so—
{(a) who are the members of the
committiee;

(b) when did it last meet;
(¢) when Is it next expected to
meet?

The Hon. N. McNEILL replied:

(1) No.

{(2) The Committee was not reformed
following a general revision of the
constitution of zone development
committees and a reorganisation
of their membership.

(3) Not applicable.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Additional Powers

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON, to the

Minister for Justice:
What powers, at present exercised
by the State Government, will be
transferred to local authorities?

The Hon. N. McNEILL, replied:
At the instigation of the Minister
for Local Government a local gov-
ernment lafson committee has
been formed to provide direct
consuitation with the Govern-
ment, and any additional powers
to be given to councils by the State
will originate from discussions
with this committee.

TRAFFIC
Motor Vehicles: Personal Licenses

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS, to the

Minister for Health:
Would the Minister for Traffic
consider Issuing personal vehicle
licenses to motoricts who apply
for them as is presently done in
New South Wales on the under-
standing that an additional pre-
mium of not less than $30 be
charged for this service?

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER replied:

Yes, he will be pleased to conslder
the proposal.

HOUSING
Government Employees
The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT, fo the Min-
ister for Justice:

(1) Does the Government believe that
it is its obligation to provide suit-
able housing for Government em-

ployees who are obliged to serve
the State in towns other than
Perth?

(2) Does the Government realise that
there is a severe overall shortage
of housing for this purpose?

(3) What does the Government intend
to do to overcome this shortage?

(4) Until the shortage is overcome,
will the Government subsidise
rentals on private accommoda-
tion so that employees forced to
rent such accommodation will not
be at a financial disadvantage
combared with Government em-
ployees who occupy Government
Employees’ Housing Authority ac-
commodgation?

The Hon. N, McNEILL replied:

{1) Yes, subject to availability of
funds.

(2) It is recognised that the shortage
has become more prongunced in
recent years.

(3) An endeavour will be made to pro-
vide the Government Employees’
Housing Authority with additional
capital when the 1974-75 budgets
are belng framed.

(4) Like its predecessor, the Govern-
ment does not have the resources
to subsidise rentals on private ac-
commodation.

This question was postponed.

WELFARE AGENCIES
Social Workers

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT, to the Min-

ister for Community Welfare:

(1) In view of the Press statement
made by the Premier on the 3rd
July, 1974, that the State Public
Service growth rate would be held
at 2 ver cent or less, will the
Minister advise whether—

{(a) the numergus vacancies for
social workers in the various
Government and other wel-
fare agencies will go unfilled;
or

(b) any special provisions are be-
ing made fo train extra social
workers to meet the growing
community needs for welfare
assistance in areas such as
health, rehabilitation, gerla-
trics, family and child wel-
fare?

(2) What steps are being taken to
provide adequate social welfare
services in country areas where
they do not at present exist?

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER replied:

(1) {(a) The matter of whether or not

vacancies for social workers

will go unfiiled is one at pre-
sent under close scrutiny in
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conjunction with finalization
of staff and flnancial budgets.
No decision has as yet been
made.

(b) Training is a matter for the
tertiary educational institu-
tions. However, a senior officer
of the Department for Com-
munity Weliare is currently
overseas examining the avail-
abllity of soclal workers who
would be prepared to come to
this State,

(2) Soclal welfare services to country
areas will be extended as and when
funds are available.

POQLICE STATION
Warburton Range Area

The Hon. 8. J. DELLAR, to the Min-
ister for Health:

Further to the reply to question
8 on the 30th July, 1974,
which stated that the Aboriginal
population of the Warburton
Range area was approximately
400, at times increasing to
700, and a Eurcpean population of
20, will he advise—

(1) How many other areas or
localities in Western Australia
have a population of less than
400 and have a police station?

(2) What is the population of each
of these areas or localities?

(3) What is the staff strength of
each police station in these
areas?

(4) Apart irom the normal fort-
nightly visits, how many
special visits have been made
by police officers to the
Warburton Range area in the
past five years?

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER replied:

The Hon. N. McNEILL replied:
One property was 50 rezoned.
Three propertles zoned non-resi-

dential were converted from resi-
dential to non-residential use.

CONSUMER PROTECTION
Beer Price Inquiry

The Hon, D. W. COOLEY, to the Min-

ister for Educatlon:

(1) Has the inquiry conducted by the
Consumer Protection Bureau into
the price of over-the-counter sales
of beer in Western Australtan
hotels been concluded?

(2) If the answer is *“Yes” will the
Minister table the Bureau’s re-
port?

‘The Hon, G. C. MacKINNON replied:

(1> No. The Bureau ls still awalting
financial information from several
hotels which is bheing provided
through the courtesy of the Aus-
tralian Hotels Assoclation.

(2} Answered by (1),

PENSIONERS
North-West: Air Transport
The Hen. 8. J. DELLAR, to the Min-
ister for Health:

Further to the reply to question
2 on the 30th July, 1974, will
the Government consider extend-
ing travel concessions to pension-
ers Mving in remote areas of the
State, south of the 26° Parallel,
who are at present not covered
by any free transport scheme?
The Hon. N. E. BAXTER replied:
This matter will be considered in
the study of all pensioner State
travel and other concessions.

HEALTH
Cancer Research
The Hon., LYLA ELLIOTT, t0 the Min-

(1) Five, ister for Health:
(2) and (3) (1) Did the Minister see the article
Population Staff headed “Cure for Cancer is Sup-
Menzles .. .. 241({census1871) .. 1 Constable pressed” in The Sunday Times of
T g SaCoem I, Comabl the léth July, 1974, reporting a
colyano ; d statement by Dr Dean Burk, head

. 320 imatel 1 Constabl ,

gﬁ?gyne J"n?.uon 351 {Rgﬁiﬁii?ﬁﬁz&ﬁ 1 Co:gl:blg of cyto chemistry at the National

(4) This information is not readily
available.

TOWN FPLANNING
Subigco: Non-residential Zoning

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON, to the
Minister for Justice:
How many properties in the City
of Subiaco were converted from
residential to non-residential use
in the 12 months to the 30th June,
19747

Cancer Institute in Washingten,
D.C., concerning the drug Laetrile?

(2) If so, will he request his depart-
ment to investigate the claims al-
legedly made by Dr Burk regard-
ing the cancer suppressing pro-
perties of this drug?

The Hon, N. E. BAXTER replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) No. The matter is currently being
investigated by the Common-
wealth Government’s Department
of Heglth,
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13. MARGARINE
Restrictions on Production

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON, to the

Minister for Justice:

(1) Who are the Western Australian
representatives on the Australian
Agricultural Council?

(2) At meetings of the Council will
these representatives be expressing
the views of the State Government
regarding margarine, or those of
some other group or organisation?

(3) Will the State Government re-
quest that the Western Australian
representatives support the re-
moval of restrictions on the sale
and production of margarine in
this State?

The Hon. N. McNEILL replied:

(1) The Hon. W. R. McPharlin, Min-
ister for Agriculture.

(2) The views of the Government.

(3) The Government is confident that
the Minister will express appro-
priate views after considering all
aspects of this matter.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

On motion by the Hon. T. Knight, leave
of absence for six consecutive sittings of
the House granted to the Hon. D. J.
Wordsworth (South} on the ground of
parliamentary business overseas.

SUPPLY BILL
Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 31st July.

THE HON. R. THOMPSON (South
Metropalitan—Leader of the Opposition)
[2.46 p.m.): From the outset let it be
known that I have no iniention of regis-
tering a vote against the Bill, and this
applies to all members of the Labor Party
because we have seen what happens to
Oppositlons which bring about the defeat
of supply. Of course, unfortunately, we
would not have the numbers in this
Chamber to achieve that purpocse, but
even if we did have, I doubt whether we
would resort to that type of move, because
it does not reflect very honourably on any
party which attempts to refuse supply,
because, as has been proved in the recent
Federal elections, the public will not accept
such a strategy.

This is the normal type of Bill intro-
duced at this time of the session, and you,
Mr President, would agree, I am sure, that
I could make a speech similar to those
vou made in each of the three years of the
last Parliament.

The PRESIDENT: Not quite the same,

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: That may be
true. Your speeches may have hbeen
better than mine will be, or maybe worse,

(COUNCIL.]

I would not know. As time progresses we
will find out whether mine are of equal
quality or of a lower standard.

It is interesting to note that this mea-
sure secks $350 million, which is an in-
crease of some $65 million over that
granted last year. It is also interesting to
note that an issue of $315 million is
sought from the Consolidated Revenue
while there is no variation in the $30 mil-
lion and $5 million sought from other
S50Urces.

Of course I could say, as have all those
who have stood in this position over the
years, that this is a very fortunate Gov-
ernment to have so much money to spend.
Other members standing in this position
have always been able to say to the Gov-
ernment that in such-and-such a year the
Government had much less to spend. But
the strange thing about this is that when
the Liberal Party launched its policy
speech, we had the programme costed
and the fgure reached, within a few
dollars, was $315 million which is one of
the amounts being asked for in the Bill
before us.

I think that this supports what I said
the other evening; that a reassessment
must be made of the Liberal Party’s
poliey, or at least part of it. I certainly
would not criticise the Government if it
told the people that it could not find the
money and that it had made a miscal-
culation,

Later on I will deal at length with =
matter in regard to which I could pos-
sibly be accused of anticipating scmething
before a BIill is even introduced into Par-
liament, but I will do so in a helpful
manner 50 that the Press, the media gen-
erally, and members of Parliament will
know the actual cost of setting up an
independent traffic authority in Western
Australia, Such a proposal has been
costed,

The Bill now before the House allows
members to express opinions on matters
which affect their provinces, as well as
the general revenue of the State and
things which they consider should or
should not be done or which they would
like to see done in the future. I do not
need to go into great detail in respect of
the Minister's second reading speech on
this Bill, but I refer to the following
statement made by the Minister—

In the absence of substantially in-
creased finaneial assistance from the
Commonwealth, there 1s no way the
Government can provide for this huge
lift in expengditure without substan-
tial increases in States taxes and
charges.

I can appreciate that. It continues—

At the recent Premier's Conference,
every Premier stressed the serious-
ness of the flnancial situation with
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which he was confronted this year
and pressed for special addition to
the financial assistance grants to
enable the inevitable lift in State
taxes and charges to be kept within
reasonable limits.

Has that not always been the situation?
I cannot recall any Premier and Treasurer
saying he received enough money from any
Commonwealth or Federal Government.
Premiers have always come back short of
funds and have never been able to extract
enough money from the Commonwealth,
It has been a perpetual grizzle.

Those who have been members of this
House for a long time will remember the
speeches of the late Sir Keith Watson and
Mr Frank Wise, which were classics on
the subject of Commonwealth-State finan-
cial arrangements. I commend those
speeches to members who have not as yet
had an opportunity to read them or have
not had them drawn to their attention,
Both were men of great calibre; they
were great Western Australians who were
well versed in the financial arrangements
of the State and the Commonwealth.

The Hon. I. G. Medcalf: They were both
very critical of the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I did not say
they were not. At the time those speeches
were made, we had a Liberal Common-
wealth Government. Sir Keith Watson
was a Liberal member, and he was critical
of the Commonwealth Government.

The Hon. I. G. Medecalf: They were both
critical of the Commonwealth Government
for many years.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: That is s0.
I did not nominate particular Govern-
ments. The honourable member caused
me to raise that point.

The Hon. I. G. Medcalf: Exactly the
same situation applies today.

The Hon. R, THOMPSON: Is that not
the point I made? Has it ever been any
different? Have we ever recelved enough
money from the Federal Treasurer to
finance the things we wanted to do in
Western Australia? I do not think we
ever will,

The Hon. 1. G. Medecalf: We should
maintain the same attitude in that case.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: These words
have been said many times and I do not
think there is any point in my pursuing
the matter further. Irrespective of State
politics and which party is occupying the
Treasury bench in Canberra, the same
criticism is levelled against the Common-
wealth. The States have never been able
to obtain enough money to put all their
programmes and policles into effect.

I would like to mention some ef the
benefits which are probably accepted by
the States, although not readily accepted.
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The present Australian Government has
made tremendous increases in the allp-
cations for education programmes in the
States. It has also increased allocations
of finance in the fields of health, Abori-
ginal affairs, and social security, which to
a degree have relieved the State Treasury
of some heavy costs, particularly by
enabling the widow's pension to be sub-
stituted for the supporting mother’s allow-
ance.

These additional allocations have had a
rather good effect, which is not ackhow-
ledged by the State Government. These
matiters are easy to forget but they are
meaningful to the people of Western Aus-
tralin and they are creating better stand-
ards of living, education, and health for
the resldents of this State. Therefore, the
Australian Government is making a far
better contribution in certain areas than
has previcusly been the case. It is pre-
pared to make a contribution in other
matters, but the State Treasurer wants to
be able to spend the money in his own
way, without any strings attached. When
the Federal Treasurer is making money
avallable, he wants to ensure it will be
spent in the way In which it was intended
to be spent,

The Hon. N, E. Baxter: Whose money
Is it, anyway?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: If the Federal
Treasurer is not assured the money will
be spent in the manner laid down, we do
not get it. This is a fact which the
Premier and his Ministers must accept.
If the Australian Government makes
available a sum of $50 million for welfare
housing, the string “welfare housing”
is attached to the granting of the funds,
II that string were not attached, the State
Government could spend the money to
increase the Infrastructure involved in
setting up & mining town, or something
of that nature. Unless the string is
attached that the money must be spent
for a speecific purpose, the money could
be used willy-nilly, for anything.

The Hon. H, W. Gayfer: Governments
are responsible,

The Hon, R. THOMPSON: I consider
that is the right approach because we are
dealing with the masses of the people. We
want the quality of life to be improved
for the most needy, and I admire the Aus-
trallan Government for attaching such
strings to finances.

The Hon., N, MeNelll: Do you not think
?}Ea.:g Governments are capable of dolng
a

The Hon. R, THOMPSON: The State
Governments sttll receive their normal
allocations of moneys for the programmes
they put up.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: How do you work
that out?
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The Hon. R. THOMPSON: The Minis-
ter would not know.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: 1 know as much
about it as you do.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Well, let the
Minister tell me one instance in which
the present Government has had a total
cut-off In respect of a grant from Can-
berra which the State has received In
previous years.

The Hon, H. W. Gayfer: The compre-
hensive water supply scheme is one.

The Hon, R. THOMPSON: A total cut-
off?

The Hon. . W. Gayfer: Yes, a total
cut-off,

The Hon. W. R. Withers: Petrol sub-
sidies is another, although that is not a
grant.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: That was
never a grant to the State. The honour-
able member should learn what he Is talk-
ing about before he interjects.

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: It is stlll West-
ern Australian money; remember that.
Western Australia has a responsible Gov-
ernment,

The Hon. R, THOMPSON: Of course,
probably we used to smile whimsically at
the fact that we could improve our roads
but Victoria could not; and in Victoria
the people were saying it was their petrol
tax which was paying for the roads In
Western Australia.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: They have made
up for that in the last lot.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: That is
right. We cannot have everything from
the Commeonwealth, It appears that the
present State Government wanis to take
everything from the Commonwealih and
to give nothing in return. It is a sensible
observation that in a Commonwealth we
must have an equitable distribution of
funds; and ever since Federation all the
States have been dissatisfied with the
allocations from the Commonwealth.

The Hon. N. E, Baxter: You are wrong.

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: But we did
better before 1942.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: If the hon-
ourable member wishes to follow that line
he had better join the secessionist move-
ment and get away from the Common-
wealth.

The Honh. N. E. Baxter: Have you for-
egotten that we had our own tax collection
system for many years until uniform taxa-
tion was introduced; and at the time that
was our source of revenue?

The Hon. R, THOMPSON: Uniform tax-
ation was introduced for a very good
reason,

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: I am not arguing
about that.

[(COUNCIL.]

The Hon. R, THOMPSON: Does the
present Government wish to return to the
system of State taxation and have no part
in Commonwealth taxation?

The Hon. H. W, Gayfer: It could be an
interesting exercise.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: The Minister
for Health raised the question. Does he
want to return to that system?

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: That is not the
question I raised. You used the words
“since Federation”, and I said we had our
own systern of taxation for many years
before uniform taxation.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: We were then
under a dual taxation systemm which was
not catisfactory.

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: Two-thirds of
it stayed in the State, and one-third of it
went to the Commonwealth. That is the
way it should be done now.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: That is cor-
rect. TUniform taxation was introduced,
as we all know, during the war; and
when income taxation was offered back to
the States they would not take it back. Is
that right? Of course it is.

The Hon. S. J, Dellar: Why the cry now
when they did not want it back before?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: They did not
want it back then. As I said earlier, one
of the subjects I wish to speak on is that
of a single traffic control authority.

The Hon, A. A. Lewis: I hope you know
more about that than you do about
finances.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Well, it wil
be & good day when I hear the honaurable
member make a speech on a subject he
knows something about.

We find the Liberal Party has a policy
for a single uniform traffic control au-
thorily for Western Australia. As I
progress I will show how the people
of Western Australia, the Police Force,
the Country Shire Councils’ Association,
and even I would think Treasury officials,
are confused as a result of the many con-
Ricting statements.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: It was your
people who introduced the Bill for that.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: For the bene-
fit of those who may not have been born
when traffic conirol and vehiele licensing
were first introduced in Western Austra-
lia, I point cut that it occurred in 1919,
when the metropolitan traffic area was
defined by reguation to include part of
the Wanneroo Road Board, part of the
Greenmount Road Boeard, and part of the
Armadale-Kelmscott Road Board. The
Rockingham and Darling Range Road
Boards were excluded at that time. In
1955 the areas of Rockingham and Kwi-
nana were included within the metro-
politan traffic area, In 1966 the



[Thursday, 1 Augusi, 19741

Armadale-Kelmscott area was In-
cluded, and Broome and West Kimberley
were included in 1969. In 1970, Serpentine-
Jarradale, Ravensthorpe, Esperance, and
Manjimup were included. Merredin, Bus-
selton, Wyndham-East Kimberley, Ash-
burton, Lake Grace, and Murray were
included in 1971. Then in 1972 the Table-
lands Shire, Marble Bar, Nullagine, Roe-
bourne, Kondinin, Port Hedland and
Northam were included. Coolgardie, Halls
Creek, Laverton, Leonora, Menzies, Wiluna,
Albany, Mandurah, and Tambellup were
included in 1973. The Shire of Collie
was included in 1974, When the list I
have was drawn up at the end of March
the inclusion of the Waroona and Dan-
daragan Shires was pending,

That is a brief history of how shires
have handed over the control of traffic to
the Police Force.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: You mentioned
Northam: I take it you mean the Northam
Town Council?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Yes, it is the
Town of Northam. Rather than read out
“shire of'” each time I just went down the
list. The list also refers to the Town of
Albany.

One wonders why the control of traffic
in those areas was handed over to the
police. The simple reason is that in many
of the areas it was totally uneconomic for
the shire councils to exercise control over
traffic; and in other areas the councils were
unable to make a profit out of traffic con-
trol. In some cases it can be proved by
studying the budgets of the shire counecils
concerned that they budgeted each year
for a profit from ftraffic control.

The Hon. J. Heitman: That is not true,

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I happen to
have studied the budgets, and I have
studied the profits that some shire councils
made out of traffic contirol,

The Hon. J. Heitman: What profit has
Morawa, Carnamah, Coorow, or Three
Springs made?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Mr Heitman
has raised the case of Morawa. I do not
know about that case because I have not
the papers before me; but I have studied
the budgets of the shires—I think there
are about 100—which still exercise control
over traffic in Western Australia.

The Hon. J. Heltman: It would be nice
if you mentioned one.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I will in a
minute. I recall that earlier this year
officers of the Traffic Section of the Police
Department visited Morawa for the pur-
pose of taking over traffic control.

The Hon. J. Heitman: No they did not.
Let us be honest about that.

The Hon. R, THOMPSON: They went
to Morawa to have discussions on the
taking over of traffic control from that
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shire., I{ loocked as though everything
would be rosy at thay stage, and I do not
think that local authority was making a
profit from traffic control.

Let me make the position clear. I have
no hang-up or hate over couniry local
authorities or traffic patrolmen employed
by them. I am completely neutral on this
subject. When I was Minister for Police
I tried to bring down measures to stop
the carnage on the roads. The present
Minister for Police has my entire sym-
pathy, I know how hard I worked and I
know how hard he is working to achieve
the same result. It is a difficult task. Un-
less there is co-ordination and co-operation
between all authorities from one end of the
State to the other so that officers can be
transferred from one centre to another
when pressures are felt in any particular
area, during the Christmas periocd or
during public holidays, the administration
of traffic control becomes very difficult
indeed.

I admit that in some cases country
shires have co-operated with the police on
occasions but this has not applied in all
instances. Co-operation is most invaluable.
Such co-operation, particularly along the
main highways, is most necessary if we
are to achieve efficient traffic control. Such

contrgl must start in Perth and radiate

along the main highways to Esperance,
Geraldton, Albany, and so on. Recently
some criminals were being sought for many
days by the police. They were seen twice
by shire traffic patrolmen hut they were
powerless to apprehend them. They were
not in possession of a stolen vehicle and

it was not possible to apprehend them for
speeding.

The Hon. J, Heitman: I know they have
pulled up many and handed them over to
the police.

Point of Order

The Hon. H. W. GAYFER: Mr President,
I rise on a point of order. I admit, belng
new to this House, I am not au fait with
its Standing Orders, but I was under the
impression that the subject with which
the Leader of the Opposition is dealing
was referred to in the Governor’s Speech
as belng the subject of a Bill that will be
introduced by the Government later this
session. Therefore to my mind, that is
tantamount to making the matter sub
judice.

The PRESIDENT: Order! The honour-
able member will state his point of order.

The Hon. H.L W, GAYFER.: The point I
make is that Mr Thompson is out of order
in speaking on this subject at the present
moment.

The PRESIDENT: It is the honourable
member's place to ask me whether the
Leader of the Opposition is out of order.
I do not think he is. It is true that the
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Governor's Speech foreshadows the intro-
duction of a Bill to control traffic under
one authority, but that Speech also men-
tioned other matters. Until the Bill in
question is introduced I do not think it
is out of order for the honourable mem-
ber to address himself to a subject mat-
ter which may or may not he the sub-
ject of a Bill.

Debate Resumed

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I thank you
for that ruling, Mr. President, because this
clarifies the position for other members as
similar questions have been asked of former
Presidents. Therefore, on your ruling,
8ir, we can discuss a subject prior to its
being introduced in another place. When
the Bill is introduced in another place
it cannot be discussed in this House
until it is introduced in this Chamber.

In raising these points today I com-
menced by saying that some people may
ask: Why do you not keep this subject mat-
ter in abeyance until such time as the Bill
is introduced? I want the people and the
media to know exactly what is at stake,
because it is an extravagant promise that
should be reviewed and revised, because
everyone, Including the Treasurer at the
present time, is confused, and if time per-
mits I will attempt to deal with the mat-
ters contained in this thick flle I have be-
faore me.

In view of the fact that some people
advocate the retention of traffic control by
the shires, I would like to quote a letter
which is addressed to the traflic inspector
of the Shire of Swan dated the 31st Octo-
ber, 1972, It Is from the shire itself, and
it reads—

Trafile Inspector,

Shire of Swan.

Dear 8Sir,

I have to advise that as from receipt
of this notice you will be required to
comply with the following Instruc-
tions.

(1) Your attention is drawn to the
Locgl Government Officers’
Award requiring you to work
38 hours per week and in ad-
dition the authorised overtime
for weekend patrol activity
only. You are required to
comply with the conditions of
the Award as all other patrol
activity cannot be authorised
by Council and would be term-
ed as breaking of this Award
which Council is legally bound
to comply with.

(2) No patrol activity will be un-
dertaken after midnight on
any night (the patrol car shall
be off the road by 12,20 am.),
and iIs not to he used upon the
road before 6.30 a.m. unless
the Shire Clerk has given his

specific approval, on any day.
You are not to work more
than eleven (11) hours in any
one shift or day.

(3) Your sttention is drawn to the
use of the patrol car which is
permitted for travelling dir-
ectly to and from work only;
it does not cover any other
activity.

(4} Petrol Supply: The mileage of
the patrol car Is to be limited
to such an extent that petrol
supplies will not be required
after 4.00 p.m. on Fridays and
correspondingly not before
7.00 am. on Mondays (except
where a public holiday is oc-
curring on that weekend). The
additional 4 gallon drum is to
he kept for emergency pur-
poses only. The purchase of
petrol from other suppliers is
not permitted.

(8) Traffic Accident: Couneil pol-
icy in this regard that where
8 person is involved in a ser-
ious or fatal accident, then
Council's Inspectors are not to
become involved in any way.
Police attendance is to be re-
quested and those officers are
t0 prepare reports and take
all necessary action. Under
no circumstances are you to
become involved with or in
any of the duties of a police
offticer.

Your compliance with the above in-
structions is required.

M. P. JOHNSTON,
Senior Traffic Inspector.

That is the only letter I have from that
shire. It should be noted that the Shire
of Swan has control over traffic in a sec-
tion of the metropolitan area, because
that area was extended into the Shire of
Swan in 1972. There is a large build-up
of trafic in that shire but If the officers
are only t0 work certain hours then my
argument is backed up completely. My
argument is that we do not have a
co-ordinated and efficlent traffic control
authority close to the city, let alone in
country areas.

I was recently in the Katanning and
Gnowangerup areas and I spoke with
some farmers. I would mention they were
not of the same political colour as me but
they did comment that they agreed with
the Labor Party policy regarding the
police control of trafic. They said traffic
control was nonexistent in those areas
and that drivers—particularly young
people—could do anything and get away
with it, They did not see any traffic con-
trol in the area and thought the sooner
the police took over the better.
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I will now refer to another discrepancy
and it concerns the Dundas Shire. 1 will
refer to two reports and omit the names,
but I am prepared to make the names
available privately if required. On the
Tth December, 1973, a contractor and
farmer who permanently resides in the
Shire of Esperance, but who also has a
farming property in another shire, portion
of which extends into the Shire of Dundas,
presenied a large flat-top trailer of 3 912
kjlograms for licensing. The trailer was
rejected because of certain faults, includ-
ing faulty brakes. The faults which had
to be rectified were listed on the applica-
tion form, MR1, which is attached to the
report.

On the 11th February, 1974, the trailer
was seen in Esperance bearing Dundas
Shire registration plates. The number is
shown on the report. On the 12th Feb-
ruary, 1974, a constable Interviewed the
farmer who sald that after the trajler
was rejected at Esperance he took it to
a garage at Salmon Gums where he leit
it. When he picked it up it had been
registered but the farmer did not know
whether it had been inspected prior to
licensing.

Inquiries made by a sergeant from the
Shire of Dundas revealed that the appli-
cation to register the trailer was made by

letter with an open cheque. On the 12th

February, 1974, the constable issued a
further work order which is attached 1o
the report. The faults shown on the report
are substantially the same as those listed
on the 7th December, 1973.

A constable issued a work order on a
Holden ¢ar, the license of which had ex-
pired on the 17th December, 1973. He
also attached a yellow sticker to that car,
the owner of which lives in Salmon Gums.
On the 9th January, 1974, the owner was
apprehended at Esperance while driving
his car, and he was charged with driving
an unlicensed vehicle, and driving con-
trary to the work order. When the car
was stopped in Esperance it was bearing
Dundas registration plates, and th2 yellow
sticker was still attached to the wind-
screen.

Inquiries by the police revealed that the
owher handed the registration papers and
the licensing fee to a storekeeper iIn
Salmon Gums—who is also a shire coun-
cillor—who arranged the registration of
the car. ‘The car was not examined. The
report goes on to say that the owner ie-
sides within the Shire of Esperance and,
rightly, should have had the vezhicle
registered in that shire affter examination.
These are only two instances which have
been brought to my notice.

The Ilon. H. W. Gayfer: Two instances
from one shire. What about other
shires?
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The Hon. R. THOMPSON: As 1 have
already sald, these are the only two
instances which heve been brought to my
notice.

The Hon, Clive Griffiths: What is the
honourable member trying to tell us?

The Hoh. R, THOMPSON: I am trying
to tell members about the lackadaisical
and inefficient meanner in which shire
councils have been licensing vehicles.

The Hon. H, W. Gayfer: Does the hon-
ourable member brand all shire councils
in the same way?

The Hon, R, THOMPSON: If the hon-
ourable member will only listen; I said
these were the only cases hrought to my
attention.

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: But you are
referring to shire councils in general
terms.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I said shire
counecils were licensing vehicles in a
lackadaisical way.

lThe Hon. Clive Griffiths: Shire coun-
cils!

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I was refer-
ring to the shire council I have mentioned.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: And to make
a long story short—

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: It is possible
that if this form of licensing occurs in
the shire to which I have referred it also
occurs in others. It is a shocking state
of affairs when a storekeeper can accept
a repistration fee for a vehicle and then
license the vehicle without inspection.

I give credit to the traffic inspector at
Kalamunda for his recent action when a
jacked-up car was presented for inspec-
tion. Mr Masters would know more about
the case than I do but a plece of wood
had been jammed into the sub-frame of
a vehicle so that it could be driven to
the licensing authority for inspection. The
Consumer Protection Bureau investigated
the instance and the persom concerned
was reimbursed.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: We can take
it that the honourable member will support
the Government proposal for a single
traffic authority?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: T would not
Jump to conclusions, but if the honour-
able member has a little patience and
cares to listen for another hour and a
half he will know why I am opposed to
such an authority. If he continues {o
interject it will take me a lot longer to
explain.

Most members would be aware that each
yvear, in Australia, there Is a conference
which is attended by the heads of traffic
departments, and veople concerned with
the National Safety Council. I intend to
quote some figures which are readily
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available from the Department of Motor
Vehicles, the Police Department, or the
National Safety Council. I happened to
obtain the figures from the Police Depart-
ment when I was Minister.

The figures show the ratio of accidents
per 10000 vehicles for each State in the
Commonwealth. They are for 1972 because
those for 1973 were not available to me.
The figures for the metropolitan areas, for
the 1972 year show that the number of
persons killed, per 10000 vehicles, in
South Australia was four. The number
in Western Australia was 4.3; we were
the second lowest in the Commonwealth,
The number in New South Wales was 4.4;
Queensland 5.8; Victoria 5.9; and Tas-
mania was the highest with a figure of
nine.

So members can see that our record
within the metropolitan districts is very
good—we have the second lowest per-
centage in the Commonwealth. However,
let us look at the country areas of Western
Australia using the same statistics of the
number of people killed per 10000 of
population. Tasmania has the lowest figure
of 5.2 per cent, followed by Victoria with
6.9 per cent. New South Wales has a road
toll of 8.9 per cent in country areas, South
Australia has 8.3 per cent, Queensland has
8.7 per cent, and Western Australia has
the highest percentage in the Common-
wealth for country areas—13.4 per cent.

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: Now will you
give us the statistics relative to the amount
of mileage of country roads in each State?

The Hon. V. J. Ferry: That is a very
pertinent point,

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: It has a big
bearing on the figures quoted.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON:
have these figures here,

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: You will notice
that the Tasmanian figures go from the
highest in the metropolitan area to the
lowest in country areas. Victoria shows
the same patiern—these are the smallest
States.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I have these
figures here somewhere, but I did not in-
tend to use them.

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: There are three
types of lies, and the worst ones are statis-
tics. I never trust them.

The PRESIDENT: Order! I will be
plzased to hear the Hon. H. W. Gayfer
when he speaks,

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: 1 have a
table here which I will show to the hon-
ourable member if he so desires. These
ficures deal with vehicle registrations with
the Department of Motor Vehicles to the
30th June, 1973. At that daie 424 817
vehicles were registered, to which we can
add the 19 641 vehicle registrations trans-
ferred to the Police Department, making

I think I
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a total of vehicle registrations at the 1st
July, 1974, of 444 458 or 73 per cent of the
total vehicles for the State.

After this takeover the metropolitan
area will cover 1729513 km so this means
that the Department of Motor Vehicles
will be controlling 68.5 per cent of the
State. On the 30th June, 1973, the other
licensing authorities had 180 426 registra-
tions. This is 29.8 per cent of the vehicle
registrations for the State, and 31.5 per
cent of the area of the State under their
control. The honourable member is quite
welcome to look at this table,

The Hon. J, Heitman: The records there
show that 65 per cent of the State was
taken over hy the Police Department. That
will take in quite a bit of the country area,

The Hon. R, THOMPSON: This is the
registration of vehicles through the De-
pariment of Motor Vehicles and the figures
given are 68.5 per cent of vehicles regis-
tered with the department and 315 per
cent registered with country shires.

The Hon. J. Heitman: It does not tell
us what we want to know,

The Hon. R. THOMPSQON: No, not in
complete detail, but this is the information
availakle from the Department of Motor
Vehicles.

The Hon. W, R. Withers: Are you im-
plying that more road deaths occur on
Western Australian country roads hecause
theze country areas are not controlled by
the police?

The Hon. R, THOMPSON: I have never
said that.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: T do not know
what you are trying to get at.

The Hon. 8. J. Dellar: There have been
too many interjections—how can he make
his point.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: If members
will let me get on with my speech, I will
finish & lot more quickly. I am trying to
tell members something which I consider
they should know. I am leadihg up to the
cost involved in creating a new separaie
authority, When the present Treasurer
made his policy speech he told us his
party planned to set up independent traf-
fic control throughout Western Australia.
I asked the department to cost the setting
up of such an authority in the same way
as we sought figures for the other items
put forward in the Liberal Party policy
speech.

At the present time we have 516 people
actively engaged in traffic control in West-
ern Australia. Members will recall that
I was successful in obtaining finance for
another 30 cars plus 50 recruits for the
Police Force. Incidentally, these 50 re-
cruits were inducted into the Police
Academy on the Tth April—the day on
whieh the new Cabinet was sworn in. At



[Thursday, 1 August, 1974]

this stage the normal number of recruits
was inducted plus 50 extra men. On these
figures at the present time we have an
effective force of 566 men controlling
traffic in the areas under police jurisdic-
tion in Western Australia. The proposal
put forward by the Premier was for a force
of 500 people to control traffic in the whole
of the Sate, and this figure has been men-
tioned many times in the Press. We have
516 people actively engaged in traffic con-
trol at the moment and this does not take
into account office and administrative
staff. These officers work overtime to
cover peak periods and I give them credit
for the job they do during the Christmas
and Easter holidays.

If the Premier implements his policy
for overall traffic control for the State,
he will actually reduce the number of
people actively engaged in these duties.

I would like to tell members the com-
ments that I wrote down at the time the
then Leader of the Opposition made his
policy speech. I said that the Liberal
Party policy contains an extraordinary
statement which, if it were not dealing
with a serious subject, would be laughable.
The Liberal Party claimed it arrived at
a decision to establish a new authority
after deep research and consuitation with
various hodies including the Country Shire
Councils’ Association, etc., etc. It is signi-
ficant that the only body mentioned fis
the Country Shire Councils’ Association.

I made a notation to the effect and
asked what expertise would they have in
controlling traffic? They might Kknow
something about and have some qualifica-
tion and expertise so far as farming is
concerned; but when it comes to fraffic
they would know sabsclutely nothing. Mr
Withers need not laugh, and before Mr
Heitman interjects I would repeat that
these people would know exactly nothing
because they send all their traffic inspec-
tors to the police to get trained free of
charge.

The Hon. J. Heitman: They want uni-
formity. You do not seem to wake up to
this.

The Hon. R, THOMPSON: If this is so,
why do they want to send their inspectors
to the police to be trained free of charge?
Why do not thay follow the example of
other progressive councils in Western
Australia? For example, Geraldton has
just handed over control and Gerald-
ton was, for a long time, one of the
councils which was involved in wanting
to remain autonomous.

But let me finish dealing with this
guestion of ‘“‘etc., ete.” It is merely an-
other red herring that the present Trea-
surer drew across the television screen on
the night in question. He said this had
been done “after deep research and con-
sultation with various bodies including
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the Country Shire Councils’ Association,
elc., ete.”. But who are the people most
verlsed in traffic control in Western Aus-
tralia?

The Hon. H. W, Gayfer: The Country
Shire Councils.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: The police of
course,

The Hon, H. W, Gayfer: No.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Of course
they are, because the police trained the
Country Shire Councils’ inspectors.

The Hon. D, K. Dans; They have not
been doing a very good job,

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: But nobody
from the Liberal Party consulted the police
on this matter, so how could they have
wellnresearched it? What a pack of lies
it all is.

The Hon. J. Heitman: That iz not
quite true. I can remember an inter-
departmental committee which comprised
the police, the Treasury, main roads
engineers, and so on, which researched
this thing before your Government came
in, and since then it has been researched.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I will give
the honourable member an opportunity to
get up and say ail he wants to. It does
seem strange to me, however, that a policy
should be put forward indicating that the
matter had been well researched by the
Country Shire Counecils’ Association etc.,
etc. This is the only body that is named.

The Hon, N. McNeill: Various hodles
were included.

The Hon, R. THOMPSON: Did the Nat-
ional Safety Council make a submission for
the preparation of the policy speech?

The Hon. W. R. Withers: Who in the
Police Department told you there had been
no consultation with the Liberal Party?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: The assistant
commissioner, because the commissioner
was away at the time,

The Hon. W. R. Withers: Did he say this
recently ?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I asked a
question as to who were the other bodies—
the “ete., etc.” The Police Department
was certainly not consulied so the police
was not one of these bodies. I will chal-
lenge the honourable member to prove that
I am wrong on this matter.

The Hon. J. Heitman: I will take the
bet.

‘The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Did other
qualified bodies support the proposal—bod-
ies such as the National Safety Council and
the Main Roads Department? These two
bodies should have been consulted.

The Hon. J. Heitman: They were con-
sulted and still are being consulted.
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The Hon. R. THOMPSON: They were not
consulted prior to the election. They may
have been consulted after the election,

The Hon. I. G, Medcalf: How do you
know they were not consulted?

The Hon. R, THOMPSON: From the in-
quiries I made; 1 was told they were not
consulted,

Sitting suspended from 345 to 4.00 pm.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: The idea of a
single traffic control authority has heen
pedalled around by the Country Shire
Councils’ Association since the early 1960s.
It was not accepted by the Brand Govern-
ment, I think jt was in 1965, if my mem-
ory serves me correctly, that the Brand
Government established a committee to
examine the proposal to have one body
controlling all traffic throughout Western
Australia. On that committee was a re-
presentative of the National Safety Coun-
¢il, one from the Royal Automohile Club
of Western Australia, and a representative
of the Country Shire Councils’ Association.
That committea came down two to one in
favour of the proposal and, of course, I do
not need to tell members who was against
ft. Of course, it was the representative
from the Country S8hire Councils’ Assoc-
iation, The recommendation of that com-
mittee was that police should controtl traffic
throughout Western Australia, However,
the Brand Government did not adopt that
recommendation. If the proposal had been
adopted at that time, the Police Force
would have grown and we would have an
efficient control body in Western Australla
at present.

Let us examine the actlvitles of the sep-
arate traffic control body which exists in
New Zealand. I visited New Zealand in
February of this year. I spent a month
there during which time I examined closely
separate traffic control body. I spoke to
officers of the Police Force, the public,
taxi drivers in particular, members of the
control authority itself and Ministers of
the Government. I came to the conclusion
that the operations of that body are a
joke. In New Zealand, one very seldom
sees a policeman walking around the
streets. In the month I spent there, I
think I saw only two., The policemen are
all on patrol. One sees these police pa-
trol cars travelling along the road where
the speed limit is 30 m.p.h.—not 35 m.ph.
which operates in our metropolitan area—
and pne sees them being passed at 80 m.p.h.
and 70 m.p.h. When I asked the police
about this they said, "It has nothing to do
with us. We have no control over trafic.
We are not permitted to interfere with
traffic; that is up to the traffic control
body. That is thelr responsibility,. We
deal only with crime."”

From the many statements which have
been made, it is clear that the intention
of this Government is to establish an in-
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dependent authority that will supervise all
traffic matters, thus releasing the police to
lock after crime.

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: What is the
accident rate in New Zealand per 10000
vehicles? You would have asked that ques-
tion during your stay.

The Hon. R, THOMPSON: I cannot
give the honourable member the answer
to his interjection. I would not be honest
if I quoted him flgures. However, I will
say this: During my visit I examined the
situation in both islands and I believe the
accident rate would be higher than ours.
I do not know what the death rate is but
from flgures quoted several years ago it
would appear that New Zealand’s death
rate would be at least on & par with ours,
This could be checked by referring to the
Hansard record. However, many other fac-
tors must be taken into consideration when
studying the New Zealand situation,
Theirs is a mountainous terrain and the
vehicles travel in this terrain for much of
the time.

The restrictions on the importation of
motorears into New Zealand is also a
factor to be considered. It is not uncom-
mon to see oh aAny one day half a dozen
Ford A motorcars, Chevrolet 4s and Chev-
rolet 6s, as well as Austin 7s. There are
many such motorcars. I think the pre-
dominant motorcar in New Zealand would
be the old Vauxhall Velox. There are
many Ford 10s and vehicles of similar
vintage. Although a few Japanese and
Australian cars are now entering the New
Zealand market, generally their standard
of vehicle is not very high. I do not think
one could compare the accident rate in
New Zealand with that which applies here
because we conform to a high standard
of vehicle inspection and readworthiness.

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: That is city
and country alike, of course.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Of course,
down in Dundas they do not have such
high standards. One can get a license
down there without an inspection. These
are points which must be taken into con-
sideration. I understand from speaking
with four or five Ministers of the New
Zealand Government that the separate
traffic control body has proved to be an
ineffective force. I do not think it will
have a very long life in that country.

In view of the plea of the Prime Minis-
ter and of the Premiers for restraints on
spending, I wonder why the Government
is proposing to embark on such an ex-
pensive exercise as the establishment of s
single traffic authority. I could bore mem-
bers with pages of fleures. I have them
in front of me, but it would take at least
three-quarters of an hour to read them.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: You may as
well read them while you have them in
front of you.
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The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Working on
the figures which applied before the last
increase in pay and assuming that s traffic
inspector will receive the same pay as a
policeman, it is estimated that the estab-
lishment of this authority will cost—

Point of Order

The Hon. H. W. GAYFER: I rise to
speak on a point of order and ask for an
explanation of Standing Order 83.

The PRESIDENT: I take it that the
honourable member is asking me whether
Mr Thompson is in order in continuing his
remarks on this subject, in view of the
foreshadowed legislation.

The Hon. H. W. GAYFER: I am not
too sure of the meaning of the word “im-
pending”.

The PRESIDENT: 1 think the word
“impending” means legislation which has
been introduced and, te the best of my
knowledge, the legisiation has not heen
introduced. A few moments ago during
the afternoon tea suspension I read a page
of today’s Daily News and noticed a report
of a member attacking some other legis-
lation-—the member was not from this
place—which, to the best of my know-
ledee, also has not been introduced. In
the light of that, I think Mr Thompson Is
in order in proceeding.

The Hon. H, W, GAYFER: Thank you,
Mr President. ¥ express my apologies to
Mr Thompson.

Debale Resumed

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I was making
the point that the Prime Minister and the
State Premiers have asked for restraints
on spending. If we were to establish an
independent traffic control authority, it
wotld be the only one in Australia. In the
other States, traffic is controlled by police.
If the rest of Australia has heen so wrong
in the past—perhaps, since 1919-——In not
having established such an authority; what
is wrong with our Police Force? I think
this proposal represents a sad reflection on
the police. Let us go further., Unless the
proposal is to transfer 250 experienced
personnel from the Police Force to the
proposed traffic control authority, it will
not get off the ground because the ex-
perience and the expertise will not be there
without police training and assistance.

I do not know how many shire council
traffic control officers there are in Western
Australia, I do not even know whether,
under this proposal of the Liberal Govern-
ment, the independent traffic contrel offi-
cers will meet the rigid standards lald down
by the Police Force. If they are to have
equivaient status to members of the Police
Force, it will mean that they must undergo
the same type of examination and have the
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same qualification. I think this represents
a sad reflection on the police officers of our
State, who have served their State well.

This proposal has been publicised on
many occasions and it would appear that
there is to be a traffic control force of
500. Of course, although we have a traffic
branch, policemen on normal duties
throughout the State do exercise traffic
control in their own areas. Is it intended
that officers of this new authority will be
stationed in areas such as the tablelands,
the Kimberleys, Fitzroy Crossing, and other
remote areas?

Will there be a duplication in those areas?
If this is to be the case, certainly this will
be a costly exercise. The cost of setting up
a complete and independent authority in
Western Australis comprising some 500
men would be in excess of $8 million, tak-
ing all things into account.

The Hon. J, Heitman: That was only g
guess based on what was stated last year.
You have doubled the cost estimate of last
vear. Last year, it was $4 million,

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I did not say
$4 million last year. This is the first time
I have ever quoted figures.

The Hon. J. Heitman: You came out
with a statement in the Press last year and
a figure was quoted by your leader,

The Hon. 8. J. Dellar: That is inflation
for youl

The Hon. J. Heitman: You are Jjust
plucking flgures outl of the ajr.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: This is the
first time I have quoted flgures because I
did not have these figures {n my posses-
slon unti! just after the nolicy speech of
the present Premier. I did the costing; I
said that just prior to the suspension of
the sitting for afternoon tea.

Let us have a look at some of the costs
which would be involved in establishing
such an authority. These estimates are
based on & force of 250 men and apply to
the period prior to the last wage increase
recelved by the memhers of the Police
Force. Salaries would amount to $2 512 398.
Today, the cost would be $3 937898. Ad-
ministration would cost $141 000. Printing,
stationery, telephones, and the like would
cost $35 000 and, as houses must be pro-
vided, housing will cost $55 000.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: How many
houses do you anticipate building for that
amount?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Miscellaneous
items such as fuel, lighting, water, and the
like would amount to $415 000. Transport
alone would cost $374 000 and a takeover
would cost $150000 which would make g
grand total of $5107863. In addition it
would be impossible for the CIB, the police,
and this new super force to use the same
radio network.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: Who said that?
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The Hon, R. THOMPSON: Anyone who
knows anythihg about police work—and
the fact is also acknowledged by the Minis-
ter for Police—knows the same network
could not be used.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: Who said it was
impossible?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: 1 saild it was
impossible.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: And your quali-
fication is what?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: My qualifi-
cation is experience and research through
the departments. I have also made a study
myself and have been advised by experts
in the field.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: Cut it out. You
are the only one who has sald it is im-
possible.

The Hon, B. THOMPSON: No I am not.
The Police Force has said it, too.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: It has not said
that. You are the only one.

The Hon. V. J. Ferry: Nothing is im-
possible.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: 8¢ many con-
fusing statements have heen made—

The Hon. N, McNeill: By you,

The Hon. R. THOMP3ON:
Minister and the Treasurer.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: That was in
the lasi Government. We are talking
about this one.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I will be read-
ing all these newspaper headings so we will
find the one in which it was stated,

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: Will you ex-
plain that $55 000 for housing?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Does noi the
honourable member know that polce
housing must be provided in remote areas.

The Hon. J. Heitman: Where will you
build those two.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: Explain what
you will do with that money.

The Hon, R. THOMPSON: It will be paid
to GEHA.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: You are not
sure.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: School

teachers and other Government employees
are on subsidised rents.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: I know that.
1 am asking you what the $55 000 is for.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I have told
the honourable member.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: Just that, then
full stop. In other words, you do not
know. Someone has written that for you
and you are reading it out.

—by the

ICOUNCIL.]

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I thought
the honourahle member was Intelligent.
I explained that that money would be
used to pay GEHA.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths:
what you sald first.

The PRESIDENT: I think the Leader
%fh the Opposition should address the
air.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I think it
would be a good idea too, and I thank
you for reminding me, Sir,

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: I think you
should send us all a copy of what you
have there to save you reading it.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Of course
the 500 men will have to be recruited and
this will be a costly exercise which Western
Australia cannot afford at this time. 1
have not done any costing on this, but
for possibly another $1 million we could
have co-ordinated police traffic controt
throughout Western Australia and this
would be of great benefit to the State.
A policeman is appointed to carry out
more than one function. He deals with
crime of all kinds including drugs, man-
slaughter, and so on. You name it and
he deals with it. This i1s the situation at
the present time. Policemen in outer areas
are not appointed specifically as patrol
officers.

This Government should be realistic
because it is taxpayers’ money being used.
The Government is complaining about
lack of funds but it is extravagantly
setting up a new department it can ill-
afford.

The Hon. N. McNeill: Don't you think
you would be wiser fo keep this speech
until the Bill is introduced?

The Hon, R. THOMPSON: 1 think
members should know now, and that is
why I am making this speech now.I have
plenty of cther material to use when the
Bill has been introduced.

The Hon. N, McNeill: You will probably
hralwe to make a completely different speech
then.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: No 1 will not.
The Government should utilise the ser-
vices of an expert adviser. The police are
complaining that they know nothing
about the situation. Mr O’'Connor changed
his tune from day to day and eventually
the Premier told him not to make any
more statements. So he stopped doing so.
We have the shire traffic inspectors having
meetings because they do not know what
is going on.

The Hon. N. McNeill: Because people
like you make wild statements.

The Hon. R, THOMPSON: The follow-
ing are some headings from newspapers—

Pgolice worry on traffie scheme.
Doubts about a paler shade of blue.

That is not
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Then we have a cartoon dealing with the
subject. In the cartoon is a notice read-
ing, “‘Highway Patrol’, A Fantastic New
Extravaganza, written, produced, and
directed by Ray O'Connor.” The caption
under the cartcon reads, “As backer of
this fabulous project, may I ask one small
guestion: What exactly can they do that
ordinary traffic police can’'t?”

The Hon, V. J. Ferry: Do you get your
information from cartoons?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Even the
Press is ridiculing the patrol. More head-
ings read as follows—

O'Connor rebuts patrol claims.
Police to staff highway patrol.

What happens to us, ask inspectors.
'No change' in Highway Patrol plan.
Highway patrol mystery deepens,
Strike threat over traffic.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: That's more
like it!

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: The honour-
able member knows who was going to strike
does he not? It was the country shire traf-
fic inspectors.

The Hon. J. Heitman: Don't be stupid!

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Further
headings read—
Union bid to block roads plan.
‘High-risk’ drivers to lose licences.

That is rather an amazing statement. The
following appears in The West Ausiralian
of the 17th July—

The Minister for Police, Mr O'Con-
nor, has ordered the withdrawal of
driving licences from “high-risk”
motorists who have been at fault in
serious accidents.

I do not know why someone did not tell
him or he did not find out that numerous
people in Western Australis have lost their
license under section 24 of the Police Act.
When the Act was originally drafted the
power to cancel licenses was given to the
Commissioner of Police but now the Direc-
tor of Motor Vehicles has the power. The
Act was written for a specific purpose;
that is, so that a politician—a Minister—
would be unable to pull strings within a
department or give orders not in con-
formity with the laws passed by Parlia-
ment.

That aerticle in The West Australian was
not refuted by the Minister., However, the
next day the Director of Motor Vehicles
{Mr Athol Monck) had to come to his
rescue.

The withdrawal of driving licenses is
provided for in section 24 of the Traffic
Act which states that the Commissioner of
Police may refuse to issue a driver's license,
or may cancel, suspend, or refuse {v reuew
8 driver’s license where he has reason to
believe that the applicant for, or the
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holder of, 8 license is not of good charac-
ter. The commissioner may—and now the
Director of Motor Vehicles may—for many
offences, take this action. For without any
reason at all the director can refuse a
person & driver’s license. This applies also
tf a person’s license has heen suspended
and the suspension period has been com-
pleted. The director can order that the
license be not renewed, I have received
letters from many people who have been
in that position. That section has been
applied ever since it was placed in the Act.
However, now Mr O’Connor has ordered—
he has ordered—that the license be taken
away. The Act does not say he can do
that. He should not have that power and
he should not make those statements.

The Hon. N. McNeill: You do not agree
it should be done?

The Hon., R. THOMPSON: Of course I
agree it should be done, but not by a
dictator.

The Hon. J. Heitman: No, it is Govern-
ment policy.

The Hon, R. THOMPSON: It is not
Government policy. The law is what is
written into the Act.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: It is Govern-
ment policy to ensure that the Act is im-
plemented.

The Hon. R, THOMPSON: It is not
the Minister’s responsihility.
The Hon. Clive Griffiths: The Govern-

ment can make whatever policy it wants,
and it happened to adopt that as its policy.

The Hon, R. THOMPSON: The law is
written in the Act.

The Hen, J. Heitman: The Minister ad-
ministers the Act.

The Hon. R, THOMPSON: He does, but
he is not in a position to order the director
to do something which is not in the Act,
and it is not in the Act—

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: He did not
order him to do something which is not
in the Act.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: —that the
Minister shall order the director to take
away the license.

The Hon. R. J. L. Williams: In other
words he cannot tell the director to en-
force the law?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Anyone who
has had any experience with the Police
Forece would know that no-one tells mem-
bers of the Police Force what to do. They
live religiously by the Act and they carry
it out religiously. God help the day when
Ministers can start dictating to members
of the Police Force,

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: The Minister
told the director to do what was in the
Act.
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The Hon. R. THOMPSON: He said he
ordered the licenses to be taken away.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: He ordered
those concerned to carry out the provisions
of the Act.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Without
reading articles, members c¢an, by the
headlines, realise the utter confusion which
exists,

The Press comments are contradictory.
At a meeting of counfry shires everything
is happy and so the original scheme is to
be put into effect. Then, in another Press
report, the patrol is to have the Police
Force behind it.

The Hon. J. Heitman: It is no wonder
they stopped making statements.

The Hon. R, THOMPSON: Then it be-
comes a paler shade of blue, The police do
not know what is happening. A meeting
of MOA officers was held in Geraldton be-
cause they did not know what was going
on. Everyone is looking for some guidance,
help, and assistance. All the present Min-
ister and Treasurer have done is befuddle
the whole siteation. No wonder the public
is concerned. The public will be more than
concerned if they have to face up to a hill
of something like $8 million to duplicate a
service,

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: That is your
figure.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: If that
amount of money is not spent it will not be
an efficient organisation,

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: That is your
opinion.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: If the job is
to be done only half heartedly and there
is to be no special radio network, the pat-
rol will not be efficient. The police radio
is already used in connection with c¢rimes.
It is used by the CIB and for general police
wark,

Let us consider the bikie incident in
Brookton. What would happen if 150 bik-
ies went to a certain country town as oc-
curred on that occasion? Who would he
responsible for going to the town—the
traffic authority, the policemen, or both?

The Hon. N. McNeill: Why not wait for
the Bill.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: If an emer-
gency arose, why not send both?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Will they
be trained in poiice duties? Will they be
policemen?

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: ¥You will be
Informed of this when the Bill is present-
ed.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I can under-
stand why the Treasurer prevented the
Minister making statements. The Minister
has made so many contradictory state-
ments that no-one knows what Is golng
on.

[COURCIL.]

The Hon. J. Heltman: You will confuse
the matter more,

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: It Is just as
well he stopped making statements, other-
wise we would have another dozen news-
papers for you to quote from.

The Hon, R. THOMPSON: There are
several thinking members of the Liberal
Party, and I hope they will at least gues-
tion their Minister on the peints I have
ralsed in order to find out how much the
proposal will cost. Wil ft be a duplica-
tion of services? Will the whole State be
serviced? Will the police have control in
some areas, such as Halls Creek, Fitzroy
Crossing, and the East Kimberleys, as at
present? Will there be fragmentation?
Can a radlo network be used for all these
purposes?

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: You said it
was Impossible. They do not have to go
any further with that Inquiry because
your inquiry has established it is absolutely
impossible.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: That is
right. The last and most important point
I want to make {5 that most people enter
the traffic control sectlon of the Police
Force when they are in their early 20s,
and they usually remsaln in that section
for five, 10, or 15 years. At the end of
that time they usually transfer to ancther
sectlon because traffic control §s a high-
risk job and they have responsibilities to
their famlilies after 15 years. W1l those
pecple be riding motorcycles and driving
high speed cars until they are 60 or 65?7
Can it be wondered at that the pollce have
sald they will not transfer over to the
new authority?

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: Not all of
them have sald that. Some of them are
already seeking transfer.

The Hon. R, THOMPSON: In one of
his Press statements the Minister sald he
had recelved telephone calls from some
people who wanted to transfer.

The Hon. J. Heltman: Were you not
going to transfer some police over to the
traffic slde? If I remember rightly, the
Minister at that time sald when they be-
came too old to drive he would put them
into the CIB.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: That is
what we did, very effectively, Groups of
40 to 50 men went Into each school at the
academy, and every one of them was given
an opportunity to go through the trafiic
course, If they could meet the rigid re-
quirements, they were able to transfer,

Recently we were given an extra 50
men. We knew It was nat posslble to
pluck out of thin alr 50 peaple who were
suitable for this type of work. We there-
fore invited first-class constables and so
on, who had previously done the course
and were prepared to come back, to under-
take a refresher course. The worst thing
one can do is put inexperienced people in
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charge of high-speed vehicles. I think 19
men applied within a month of our new
scheme coming into operation. Not all of
them were accepted; some were consider-
ed to be unsultable. Our scheme was glven
a great deal of thought In order to ensure
that not only would the policemen be pro-
tected but also the public.

T support the Supply Bill

THE HON, VY. J. FERRY (South-West)
[(4.34 p.m.]: I support the Bill now hefore
the House. I do not intend to take up
much time in this debate but I would like
to mention one particular matter—which,
quite appropriately, is one of finance.

It will be recalled that on the 24th
August, 1971, this House saw fit to appoint
a Select Committee, comprising one mem-
ber of each of the three political parties
then represented here, to examine the
potato industry in this State. An inguiry
was previously conducted into the potato
industry by a Royal Commission in 1955;
so it was appropriate that the industry
should again be examined in 1971. During
the course of its examination, the Select
Committee took evidence from 89 witnesses
in the metropolitan area and all the potato-
growing areas of the State, and it reported
its findings to the House on the 2nd May,
1972,

I would like to remind members that
during the debate leading up to the ap-
pointment of the Select Committee the
Labor Government of the day strongly
opposed such an appointment. It said the
industry was in excellent shape and did
not deserve the benefit of an inquiry at
that time. The Government was entitled
to its view. However, this House thought
otherwise and appeointed a committee to
examine the industry.

When one remembers the strong and
vehement opposition of the Government to
the proposal, one can be excused for being
surprised, to say the least, when on the
20th February, 1973, the Government ap-
pointed a private consultant to examine
the very same industry.

The Select Commitiee made a number of
recommendations and, as one would ex-
pect, among those recommendations were
a number of measures which would lead
to legislation for the amendment of the
Marketing of Potatoes Act. The Govern-
ment chose not to introduce any amending
legislation whatsoever. One wonders why
the Government batulked at the recommen-
dations, which were in aecordance with the
ideas of the Select Commitiee and the
industry at all levels,

The firm King Lissiman & Co. was ap-
pointed by the Government to carry ocut
another inquiry. For what reason? The
Government had earlier said the industry
was in good shape and did not deserve
that kind of inquiry. However, the private
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consultant was employed. I say now, em-
phatically and clearly, that I have no
quarrel with the company or the senior
partner (Mr K. H. Lissiman) who led the
inquiry. I acknowledge that the firm is
highly qualified and competent to carry
out such an inquiry.

The consultants were appointed on the
20th February, 1973, but it was not until
the 27th December of the same year that
their report became available to the Gov-
ernment. It took 10 or 11 months for the
second inquiry to be completed. It is in-
teresting to read this statement in para-
graph 15 on page 2 of the Lissiman
report—

In conducting my Enquiry, I have
been able to make use of evidence
given to the Select Committee which
reported on the Potato Industry in
W.A. under date of 2nd May, 1972.
The Chairman of that Select Commit-
tee, the Hon. V. J. Ferry, ML.C., ar-
ranged for me to have access to the
transcrint of evidence. This avoided
unnecessary duplication of interviews,
particularly with growers, many of
:vehom gave evidence to that Commit-

e,

Mr Lissiman was graclous enough to
ac‘knowledge the work of the Select Com-
mittee appointed by this House.

_Needless to say, the Lissiman report con-
tained a great deal of detail and covered
many facets of the industry. Of necessity,
there was a certain amount of duplication
by both inquirles; indeed, there was dupli-
cation of a number of recommendations. 1
feel rather satisfied that there was some
duplication of the recommendations, be-
cause the second report certainly supported
the first report. One wonders why it was
necessary for the Government of the day
to engage the private consultants to carry
out the second inquiry.

When dealing with a money Bill, it is
Interesting to note that the cost of the
Lissiman report was $13 440.89. The cost of
the Select Committee set up by this House
was less than $1000. However, the Gov-
ernment of the day said there was nothing
wrong with the industry. One then trles
to ascertain the reason for the Govern-
ment of the day choosing to instigate a
second inquiry.

When the Lissiman report was presented
to the Government, certaln comments on
it were made by the then Minister for
Agriculture (Mr H. D, Evans). One of his
comments was—

. .. the board and indusiry generally
should recognise the threat posed by
increasing Eastern States production.

Efficiency, quality and loyalty must
be improved to enable the WA in-
dustry to survive and overcome the
danger.
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The same Press ftem also quotes the
Minister as follows—

Mr Evans said yesterday that the
report would be discussed by the board,
grow;ers and the Agriculture Depart-
ment.

The West Australian of the Ist February,
1974, quotes the Minister as saying—

The second inguiry was important
because it stressed the need for the
industry to meet the challenge of
growing Eastern States production.

This could involve a complete re-
examination of the board's methods
of operation.

To the mind of the previous Minister for
Agriculture, the important thing was the
danger that Eastern States production
would affect the potato industry in West-
ern Australia, and it cost over $13 000 to
find that out when the report of the Select
Committee pointed out the very same
matter,

I would like to quote from the annual
reports of the Potato Marketing Board
of Western Australia. The 24ih Annual
Report for the year 1972 contained this—

The basic cause of this situation
arising was the uncontrolled over-pro-
duction of potatoes in the Eastern
States, particularly Victoria, where
growers were prepared to accept prac-
tically any price in an effort to recover
portion of the expense of growing the
crops and we understand a selling
price in the range of $12 to $15 per
ton was not uncommah.

It would appear that a number of
Growers in Victoria and South Aus-
tralia adepted the principle of plant-
ing larger areas to potatoes to lower
their production costs and while they
may have achieved this cobjective to
a degree, in so doing, they created a
ridiculous surplus for which there was
no market with the result that many
thousands of tons were left in the
ground in some States,

I refer now to the 1973 annual report of
the Western Australian Potato Marketing
Board, as follows—

In the Twenty-fourth Report—

That is the report to which I referred
previously, To continue—

—reference was made to the serious
overproduction of Potatoes in some
Eastern States in recent years and the
view was expressed that the cycle of
low and high prices, characteristic of
the Potato Industry in areas where no
control is practised would not show
any significant change.

This has bheen proved correct as
after a period of low prices, high onhes
are again being experienced.

[COUNCIL.]

Bo it is quite apparent from the submis~
sions I have made to the House that the
Potato Marketing Board and other auth-
orities, such as the Department of Agri-
culture and the Potato Growers’ Assocla-
tion, would be aware of the production
situation in the Eastern States, because
these facts were known, Why it was found
necessary to appoint another inquiry into
the industry to come up with the same
major finding is beyond my comprehen-
sion. It is absolutely incredible that the
Govermment should do that. I believe it
made the decision purely out of political
pique.

The Hon, 8. J. Dellar;
“pique"” or '‘heat”?

The Hon. V. J, FERRY: I believe the
Government made the decision because it
did not want to be outdone in relation to
assisting the rural industries. The inquiry
was purely a duplication. Admittedly the
Lissiman report did go into great detail
in respect of accounting factors, but the
main point was ih respect of the Eastern
States overproduction, and this was already
well and truly documented.

It is interesting also t{o consider an
article which appeared in The Potato
Grower, which is the official journal of the
Potato QGrowers’ Association, of August,
19'74. 1t is as follows—

Well over $100,000.00 worth of Pro-
cessed Potatoes were Imported into
Australia for the month of May bring-
ing the year's total to a value of
$2,092,618.00 from July 1st last year
to May 31st this year.

So during that 1ll-month period potato
products to the value of $2 million were
imported into Australia. That sort of in-
formation was also contained in the report
of the Select Committee; and it was also
contained in the Lissiman report. There-
fore, I find it incredible that the Govern-
ment should spend over $13000 on an
inguiry which c¢ame up with similar
answers.

Further to that, during all this time the
Government procrastinated and did not
carry out the wishes of the industry, which
had requested a number of amendments to
the Marketing of Potatoes Act. I am very
confident that the present Government, in
the light of what has gone before and in
deference to the request of the industry
and the board, will bring amendments to
the Act before the Parliament in the very
near future, and I look forward to that
oceasion.,

I raise this point today during the pas-
rage of the Supply Bill to illustrate the
incompetence the previous Government
in g matter of this nature. I support the
Bill.

THE HON. LYLA ELLIOTT (North-East
Metropolitan) [4.49 p.m.1: Mr President,
as this is my first speech for the session T

Did you say
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would like to take advantage of the oppor-
tunity to congratulate you on your election
as Presiding Officer of this Chamber. I
also congratulate the Ministers of the
Government and the new members of Par-
liament, particularly the lady members,
the Hon. Grace Vaughan and the Hon.
Margaret McAleer. I do not feel quite so
outnumbered now that the odds have been
reduced to nine to one from 29 to one.

We are asked to support the first Supply
Bill presented by the new Government
sinee it was elected to office; and the first
thing T want to speak about is the return
to office of the Liberal and Country Par-
ties. Before we go very much further into
this session I want to dispel any impres-
sion that has been created or may continue
to be created by members of thoce parties
that they were swept into Government by
a massive vole against the Labor Parfy.

I would like to quote a few flgures to
support my remarks, I will quote the
percentages of primary voates polled by
each of the parties represented in this
Parliament, and the number of seats won
by them at the recent State elections.
Firztly, in the Legislative Assembly the
Liberal Party polled 40.2 per cent of the
primary votes and won 23 seats. The
National Alliance polled 10.8 per cent and
won six seats, The ALP polled 48.1 per
cent of the vote and won 22 seats. So
members will see that, for example, the
Liberal Party polled 8 per cent fewer votes
than the Labor Party, but it won one
more seat.

In the Legislative Council the position
was even worse. The Liberal Party polled
45.4 per cent of the vrimary votes, which
gave it nine seats. The National Alllance
polled 7.3 per cent of the vote and won one
reat. The Labor Party polled 47.2 per cent
of the primary votes and won only flve
seats.

Again comparing Labor and Liberal
votes, we find that the Liberal Party
rolled about 2 per cent fewer votes over all
the State than the Labor Party polled,
but it actually won four more seats.

Upon further analysing the vote we find
in actual fact the slip in votes from the
previous 1971 elections was only 0.8 per
cent as far as the Lahor Party was con-
cerned; but the actual number of seats
whié:,h changed hands amounted to 7.8 per
cent.

I think members will recall that on a
number of occasions I have spoken in this
Parliament about the imbalance in the
value of votes between country and city
electorates.

'The Hon. Clive Griffiths; I think you
did mention it once or twice,

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT:; I submit
that this is responsible for the result of
the recent State elections. It seems in-
credible that in a democratic society a
party can poll more votes but win fewer
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seats than its opposition. Members may
have noticed a Press report of a couple of
weeks ago which referred to the death
of a former United States Chief Justice,
(Mr Earl Warren), The Press article said
that one of the great achievements attri-
buted to that gentleman was his ruling
which brought about a massive electoral
redistribution and reduced the rural
domination of the law-making bhodies in
the United States.

1 have quoted before in this Chamber,
and I will do so again to refresh members’
memories, what Mr Warren had to say.
In 1964 in the Reynolds v. Sims case in
Alabama, Chief Justice Earl Warren
said—

Legislatures represent people not
trees or acres , . . To the extent that
a citizen’s right to vote is debased he
is that much less a citizen.
The court ruled that “as nearly as prac-
ticable one man’s vote is to be worth as
much as another’s”” What I am suggest-
ing is that it is tlme we in this country
also recognised that Legislatures repre-
sent people, and it is time we did some-
thing about redressing the great imbalance
betwaen the voting values of country and
city areas.

I believe I have established the fact that
there was not a massive swing against
the Labor Party during the last BState
elections, yet four seats changed hands.
Although we won one seat, we lost five;
and of those five seats four were in the
country,

The Hon. V. J. Ferry: You were not
good enough te win, that is why.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: If Mr Ferry
will be patient I will explain why I think
we lost those seats in the country. Apart
from several areas in which I believe we
were disadvantaged by the redistribution,
I think perhaps the major cause of the
disaffection of the country vote was the
rural policies of the Federal Government.

The Hon. V. J. Ferry: And it still is.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: Country
people were not very happy about those
policies, and I think we were given the
proof of this in a disgusting display of
vioience in Forrest Place by farmers when
the Prime Minister addressed a meeting
there,

The Hon. V. J. Ferry: Do you say that
the farmers displayed this disgusting
viglence?

The Hon. N. McNeill: Were they the only
ones who were disgusting?

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: I was
presznt at the meeting and I came to the
very uncomfortable realisation that, con-
trary to what I had perhaps naively
believed aboui this couniry, the potential
for mob violence is really not far below
the surface.
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The Hon. V. J. Ferry: Particularly
when encouraged from the platform.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: I repeat
that I was in Forrest Place at the time
and I saw what went on. I was there
right from the start, and the booing, the
shouting, and the disruption started long
before any speakers made any derogatory
remarks. If one is being pelted and abused,
surely one would not feel very happy
about one's audience, and certainly one
would not be wanting to pay compliments
to them.

The Hon. N. McNeill: Do you think it
was orgahised?

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: I think the
majority of them were farmers, end when
I trled to reason with some of them I
was abused and in one case I was physic-
ally manhandled. I agree that not all of
those concerned were farmers, but I am
convinced that the majority were or else
they were people who have an interest in
the question of rural subsidies, etc.

As the meeting was breaking up I tnet a
person I have known for some years
who has a very lucrative business in St.
George's Terrace. He hoasted that he was
taking part in the booing, When I asked
him why on earth he should do that when
he is not & farmer he said, “I have
an interest in a country property and I
am not too happby about losing my tax
concessions or the super bounty.” I would
say that person would be typical of a num-
ber of business or professional people who
have been using rural subsidies and tax
concessions to bolster their own position.
They have exploited the situation, and
I have litlle sympathy for that type of
person,

The Hon. Cllve Griffiths: Are you sug-
gesting that they have no right to boo?

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: I did have
real sympathy for the genuine farmers
who have suffered financial hardship, I
believe, as do most reasonable people,
that in fimes of real hardship they deserve
speclal consideration and support from
Governments.

The Hon. V. J. Ferry: Some people enjoy
booing, and others do not.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: They deserve
that consideration and support just lke
anybody else who suffers hardship through
no fault of his own. However, I believe
that once that period is passed it is
reasonable for the Government to say,
“It is time we sought expert and impartial
advice on the question of assistance for
this industry to ascertain whether it is
reasonable that hounties and subsidies
thould hbe provided."

I would like to ask members to consider,
for example, the case of an industrial work-
er who through no fault of his own—per-
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haps it is through the economic policy
of the Government—is thrown out of work
for a number of weeks.

During this period he is paid a small
pension which will prevent him, his wife
and family from starving, but that is about
all it does. It does not help him to meet his
hire-purchase commitments and other
debts he has built up during this period,
particularly if he is paying a high rental.
When such a person resumes work the
Government does not say, “We reallse you
have accumulated all these debts, so we
will continue to pay this unemployment
allowance untfl you catch up.” Instead,
from that point onwards, he is no longer
paid this allowance by the Government,
and I am sure that farmers would not
support the proposition that it should be
paid to him.

During the past year most farmers have
enjoyed greater prosperity than they have
enjoyed for many years. Only the other
day the Finagncial Repiew published an
item on the rural economy, the heading
of which is—

It’s not that bad down on the farm
—incomes up 57pc

The Hon. V. J. Ferry: You should speak
to some in my electorate.

The Hon. H. W. QGayfer:
nothing still equals nothing.

The Hon. N. McNeill: That is the kind
of report the Federal Government reads
and believes.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: The Federal
Government must be given some credit for
this, particularly in the sphere of overseas
markets, Immediately the present Aus-
tralian Government was elected to office it
set about expanding existing overseas mar-
kets and establishing new ones.

The Hon. H. W, Gayfer: Where?

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: Further, in
the short time it has been in office, it
has passed no less than 30 Acts for the
protection and reconstruction of primary
industry in general, and for such specific
industries as wool, wheat, meat, eggs, wine,
honey, apples and pears.

Prior to the last Federal election it had
drafted a further 16 Bills dealing with
nitrogenous fertiliser subsidies, wheat stab-
itisation, sugar, dairying, pig farming, wool,
canned fruits, and the apple and pear in-
dustries. I think it must be conceded that
by the Government reducing tarifis by 25
per cent the rural industry should have
benefited tremendously.

The Hon. J, Heitman: Tell us what the
devaluation of the dollar did.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Even your
own colleagues seemed to have some doubt
on the wisdom of that move.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: It was esti-
mated that by reducing tariffs by 25 per
cent it would save the primary producers

Two times
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$100 million this financial year. The In-
dustries Assistance Commisslon, which re-
placed the Tariff Board, will provide the
Government with expert and impartial ad-
vice on assistance {o primary industries on
a regular basls, I cannot see anything
wrong with that.

Unlike the previous Commonwealth Gov-
ernment the Whitlam Government I am
sure has already provided evidence that
it is prepared to listen to the experts who
sit on these commissions and to impiement
their recommendations.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: That is
what what we are all terrified about.

The Hon. N. McNeill: Did you read the
trade commission's report which was issued
before this?

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: So although
I feel that the loss of the Tonkin Govern-
ment was due in the main to the disaffec-
tion of the rural vote I think it was quite
unjustified and was made in ignoranee of
the long-termm benefits country people
would ultimately enjoy as a result of the
Labor Governments being in office.

During the State election the main theme
of the Liberal Party propaganda was infla-
tion. Press advertisements led the public
to believe that if they voted for Liberal
candidates and a Liberal Government was
elected to office in this State all problems
relating to inflation would be over; that
somehow or other an anti-Labor Govern-
ment would be able to cure inflation. How-
cver now that the Liberal-Country Party
coalition Government is in office it is flat
out ielling the people that the Australian
Government is solely to blame for inflation
and only the Federal Government can ef-
fect a cure,

The Hon. W. R. Withers: Where is that
said?

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: In practically
all statements made by Government
spokesmen it is contended that the Federal
ﬂGo:lernment must take full blame for in-

atlon.

The Hon. G. C. McKinnon: You know
that all States combined to co-operate with
Mr Whitlam but he has not agreed to meet
them.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: When the
Whitlam Government assumed office in
1972 inflation was already increasing
dramatically. The previous Common-
wealth Govermment, headed by Mr
McMahon, was responsible for a very high
percentage of unemployment, to the extent
of 100000 people. He then tried to re-
trieve the situation by Iintroducing the
“mini” Budget in 1972 which provided for
a $600 million deficit. To begin with, that
was an inflationary move. Purther, the
economy inherited by the Whitlam Gov-
ernment was fiooded with overseas invest-
ment capital, because the Australian dollay
was undervelued. In addition, during the
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first full year the Whitlam Government
was in office in 1973 the world inflation
rate doubled.

Economists will tell us that in an open
economy, with a fixed rate of exchange
such as that which we have in Australia,
world inflatlon has a substantial effect on
the rate of inflation in the domestic econ-
omy which will not move too far from the
warld rate,

The Hon. N. MeNeill: Not all of your
Labor colleagues will agree with you on
that.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: 'Chere are
many ways by which inflation is imported
into the country. Firstly, it s imported by
a large inflow of overseas investment
capital.

The Hon. N. MecNeill: What was the
capital inflow during this last year?

The Hon, LYLA ELLIOTT: Secondly, an
increase in the price of our exports because
of world markets will affect the price on
the homne market. This is what happened
in respect of wool and meat prices which
increased rapidly. During 1972-73 wool
nrices increased by 144 per cent.

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: What are they
now?

The Hon, N. McNeill: From what point?

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: The third
way Inflation can be brought into a coun-
try is by impoerts. When the prices of our
imports increase, not only do we pay more
for the goods imported from overseas, but
also local producers and manufacturers
can charge more for their products with-
out any fear of losing sales as a result of
the articles imported. A classlc example
of this was seen in 1971 when the price
of imported cars rose by 12 per cent.
Immediately, General Motors-Holden’s
raised the price of its then best seiling
car—the Holden Kingswood—by 12 per
cent.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: It would
have done that without any increase In
the price of products brought into the
country. The price would have increased
as a result of wage Increases,

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: This trend
is exacerbated by shortages of raw mater-
1als and primary products which, of course,
has actually occurred. All members know
that a Federal Government can take cer-
tain steps to mitigate the efiects of import-
ed inflation. The Whitlam Government has
taken these steps. It has taken the two
major steps of implementing tariff cuts,
and revaluing the dollar which were de-
signed to make imports cheaper and to
curh an excessive capital inflow into this
country. Both these measures were recom-
mended by leading economists and it has
been accepted that if such moves had not
been taken inflation would have been much
higher than it is today. I might mention of
course, that the tariff cuts wouid have
been much more effective had the business
people in this country played the game.
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The Hon. G. C, MacKinnon: Here we go
again! The old hatred of the business-
man!

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: I am merely
expounding a few facts.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: It's not as bad
as your hatred of the unions.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: In last
nigh{’s Daily News and in this merning’s
issue of The West Australian members
would, no doubt, have read a statement by
the Commonwealth Minister for Labour
(Mr Cameron) when he exposed the mas-
sive mark-ups that were being made on im-
ported goods. He said the public was
being robbed by the importer, the whole-
saler, and the retailer jointly by a mark-up
of semething like 300 per cent.

Because no controls have been exercised
over these people, consumers, including
the farmers, have not enjoyed the full
benefit of the 25 per cent tariff cuts.

This brings me to the point where I will
refer to the domestic situation and to
what takes place within Australia to in-
fluence the rate of inflation, For years,
the controllers of wealth—the employers
and their representatives in Parliament—
have bzen telling us that working people
are the villains in the inflationary price
spiral because they seek higher wages. In
the speech made by the Minister for
Justice only yesterday, he referred to un-
precedented wage demands and “unbridled
wage claims” that have been made. How-
ever, how often do we hear of the unpre-
cedented and unbridled price increases?
We do not hear too much about them from
the representatives of employers, hecause
while they would like to see wages checked,
they desire to he completely free to push
prices to whatever limit the market will
stand,

I may say that the Labor Party is not
opposed to business people making a fair
profit, but it maintains that as prices play
an extremely imporiant part in the infia-
tionary spiral, it is only reasonahle that
they should be subject to some sort of
restraint and justification. One has only
to look at the financial columns of The
West Australian to note that at the mo-
ment companies are making record profits.
A report brought down in April of this
vear by the Australian Department of
Labour shows that labour's share of the
national product has fallen in the postwar
period. Therefore, if working people are
not deriving any benefit, who is?

The Hon. W. R. Withers: The Federal
Government.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: Again, the
Australian Government is limited in regard
to what it ean do to control prices. It
was for this reason that last year it sought
to galn powers by way of referendum to
gain control over prices and incomes S0
that the whole problem of inflation could
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be dealt with effectively. We hear so much
from the Liberal and Country Party mem-
bers about inflation that one would have
expected they would have been flat out
supporting the Whitlam Government in its
efforts to obtain these powers.

However, the Opposition used every-
thing withln its means to convince the
people that they should vote agalnst the
referendum. Unfortunately, they were
successful and frightened people into be-
lleving that the Australian Government
should not have thase powers and that
some terrible situation would occur, de-
spite the fact that similar powers are
prossessed by comparable countrles almost
everywhere in the world. In fact, every
time the Australian Government seeks the
weapons wlth which to combat the prob-
lems which develop ln the economy it s
cbstructed by the Opposition. One has
only to look at the attitude of the Oppos-
itton towards the restrictive trade prac-
tlees legislation and the finaneial corpor-
atlons legislation. It is similar te the
case of tylng a man hand and foot, and
then blaming him for not defending mem-
bers of his family when they are attacked.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: I think we
would agree if the heonourable member
could give a practical example of where
such legislation has succeeded. Which
country has had successful price control?

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: If the hon-
ourable member s really concerned with
the economy he should at least glve the
Federal Government power to handle it
effectively. At the moment the Federal
Government is restricted in what it can
do to efficiently manage the economy.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: Up to a week
prior to the election the Prime Minister
clalmed there was no inflation.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: Under our
Constitution we have six States with sov-
ereign rights. Those States cannot effec-
tively manage the national economy but
they will not give the Federal Government
the tools with which to do the job. I can-
not be convinced that people who drew up
the Constitution in 1900 had the wisdom to
plan for the complexities of life in 1974.

The Hon. J. Heltman: The referendum
proved that they did.

The Hoh. LYLA ELLIOTT: How could
a person who drove a horse and huggy
possibly realise the situation which now
exists with regard to death and pollution
caused by today’s automoblles? That is
aonly a small example. I cannot believe
that a document drawn up in 1900 is stili
realistie.

The Hon. V. J. Ferry: The people still
like to stand by it.

The Hon, LYLA ELLIOTT: Because
they are frightened by conservative people
who are afraid of change.
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The Hon. J. Heltman: I think they are
frightened by the Labor Party, on occas-
ions.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: The people
who planned the Constitution were very
clever,

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: With regard
to productivity, the workers are continu-
ally condermned for their so-called inabil-
ity to increase productivity. However, it is
about time someone had a hard look at
management in this country to see wheth-
er or hot that is where the blame lies.

The Hon. W. R, Withers: No-ohe has
blamed just the workers; the workers in-
clude management.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: The work-
ing people are blamed.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: The Prime
Minister has blamed them.

The PRESIDENT: Perhaps the hon-
ourable member ought to be allowed to get
on with her speech,

The Hon, LYLA ELLIOTT: 'Time and
time again I have heard employers’ rep-
resentatives blaming the working people
for the fact that productivity Is not in-
creasing. I am saying that management
should be examined to see whether it can
improve its method of handling the
people who do the work. Perhaps the
management is at fault.

The Hon. W. R, Withers: The present
Prime Mlnister made that statement in
Melbourne.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: Just
recently I read an interesting article in
Newsweek which deals with the position of
workers in Japan and America. The
article 1s headed, “Management: The
Japanese Touch” and 1t deals with the
position in Japan and America. It reads
as follows—

An American semiconductor firm
owns. g plant in Dallas and one in
Japan. Both are virtually identical—
using the same technology, the same
manufacturing procedures and the
same number of workers. There is one
cohbvicus difference: the plant in Japan
outproduces the one in Dallas by 15
per cent.

The econventional explanation for
the difference is that Japanese work-
ers are simply more industrious than
Americans. But if that is true, how 1s
it that 200 American employees now
working at the television-assembly
prlant Sony has built in San Diego
manage to produce just as many color
sets as their Japanese counterparts st
an identical Sony operation in Tokyo?

Outclassed: The difference between
the American workers in San Diego
and in the Dallas semiconductor
plant is that the Sony employees work
under Japanese managers—and that,
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says a recent study by two Stanford
Business School professors, makes all
the difference in the world. ‘“The
Japanese simply outmanage us when
it comes to people,” declares manage-
ment specialist Richard T. Johnson,
who wrote the study along with or-
ganizational theorist William G. Quchi.
“We've done very well coplng with
the inanimate elements of manage-
ment. But a shocking number of Am-
erican managers are really inept in
dealing with people.”
The article goes on and states the relation-
ship between Japahese management and
warkers, and lists the human things which
the management does toc create hetter
relationships with the workers. It states
that workers thrive under such treatment.

Only yesterday I received from Germany
an artlele on worker . particlpatlon in
management. It makes very interesting
reading and I am sorry I will not have
time to quote a great deal of the matter
in the article. It deals with the question
of works councils in their various forms
in Germany. Under the terms of the
Works Council Act work counclls are set
up in all establishments with more than
five employees. The tasks of the
council are to ensure that labour laws and
collective agreements are observed, make
recommendations to employers, negotiate
suggestions by workers with employers,
and protect the soclal and economic in-
terests of all employees. The article
states—

In all companies with more than 100
employees a so-called “Finance Com-
mittee” has to be set up, consisting of
3 to 7 members which are appointed
by the Works Council.

The Finance Committee has the
right to be informed of economic and
financial matters of the Company,
such as: the production and marketing
situation of the company, production
and investment programmes, ration-
alisation plans, production techniques
and work methods, reduction of opera-~
tion or closure of parts of the com-
pany transfer of parts of the estab-
lishment, amalgamation of establish~
ments, changes in the organisation or
objectives of the establishment, and
last not least any other matter that
may affect workers soclal or economic
interests.

I will now quote an interesting part of the

article, as follows—
. . . the important result{ of the exist-
ence of Works Councils is that com-
plaints, grievances and other causes
for conflict are being dealt with by
the Works Council, between worker
and management, before they become
an Issue for conflict.

The Works Council 1s so far an ex-
tremely useful instrument for dealing
with problems on the shop floor which
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might otherwise become a cause for g
court procedure or even for a strike,

The PRESIDENT: The honourable
member is guoting from a document; she
might identify it.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: It is a paper
presented by Mr W. Schueiz, Consul for
Commercial and Social Affairs, Federal
Republic of Germany.

What I am saying is that instead of
condemning the working people for not
increasing productivity and for going on
strike, perhaps management should be
locking at its techniques and its indus-
trig]l relations with the people it employs
to see whether or not something can be
done to improve the situation, as has
happened in Germany. In thai country
the cause of trouble is often removed be-
fore a court procedure or a strike 1Is
necessary.

Those are the two points I wished to
make tonight. Firstly, it is time that the
Liberal and Couniry Parties stopped con-
demning the Federal Government and
blaming It for iInflation. Those pariies
should be supporting measures which will
provide the weapons necessary for the
Federal Government to handle the situ-
ation. Secondly, I advocate that Instead
of condemning the working people for not
increasing productivity perhaps it might
he of some value for mansgement to
examine itseif, and Industrial relations in
other countries. Perhaps then produc-
tivity will be iIncreased and some of the
industrial tension which exists in this
country could be lessened. I support the
Bill,

THE HON. CLIVE GRIFFITHS (South-
East Metropolitan) [5.27 p.m.1: I want to
make one or two observations, and this
Bill provides me with that opportunity.
Firstly, I coneratulate you, Mr President,
on your election to the position of Presi-
dent of this Chamber. I also congratulate
those members who are newly elected to
the Legislative Council, and also those
members who were re-elected at the recent
election. Included in my congratulatory
remarks are those members of the Gov-
ernment who have been appointed to the
Ministry, and I congratulate the Hon.
Jack Heltman on his election to the posit-
ion of Chairman of Commlittees.

It has been interesting to listen to the
specches of those members who have
spoken for the first time in this Chamber.
1 would particularly llke to congratulate
the Hon. John Tozer on the speech he
made on opening day, and on the com-
ments he made In connection with the
problems which exist in the province he
represents. The other speakers, In turn,
have indicated that their contributions to
the debates during the rest of this session
will be very valuable indeed. I congrat-
ulate those who have made contributions
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50 far. Normally, I would have been mak-
ing these commments during my Address-1n-
Reply speech.

I am speaking on this cccaslon because
it will be recalled that on the opening day
of Parliament I presented a petition to this
House on behalf of some of my constitu-
ents. I was rather perturbed by a ques-
tion which appeared on the notice paper,
and which was answered, in another place.
I was also perturbed to see a news-
paper comment which Indicates that I, and
the people of Western Australia, have
grounds to be concerned at the apparent
desire of the Labor Party to prevent people
from taking up petitions and having those
petitions placed hefore Parllament.

Apparently the member who asked the
question is opposed also to the proposition
that members of the community have the
right to approach their elected member
in an endeavour to have that member
introduce them by way of a deputation
to speak fo a Minister in order that they
may present an argument to him in sup-
port of a particular case, It is very dis-
turbing to find that a member of Parlia-
ment, & member of the Australlan Labor
Party, Is advocating that thls state of
affairs should he tolerated. I feel sure
that obviously the member was not feeling
well when he suggested that these steps
should be taken; 1 have known him
for a long time and I have found him to
be an intelligent individual. I have cer-
tainly got on very well with this gentieman
in the past and I was therefore rather sur-
prised that he should adopt this attitude.
When people have a problem they should
be permitted to use the facllities that the
law provides for them to make their argu-
ment known to the Government. It is for
this reason that I was induced to rise on
this occasion to inform the people of West-
ern Australia about the circumstances of
this petition.

First of all, I feel it is deslrable that I
should read the petition for the record.
This has already been read, but I will re-
peat it. The petition says—

We the undersigned residents of the
Langford area hereby humbly petition
the honourable membhers of the Legls-
lative Council of Western Australia
to do all within their power to strongly
urge the State Housing Commission
not to plan future group housing in
the Langford area in a similar manner
as has occurred in the Wingrove
Precinet,

The main reasons for the objection
to this type of development are that
it is an environmental eyesore, a
potential slum area and a type of
housing unacceptable to the majority
of those who will be forced to occcupy
it.

And your petitioners will ever pray
that thelr humble and earnest petition
may be acceded to.
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The petition is signed by 8. H. 8mith and
569 other resldents of Langford. I was
approached and asked to present the peti-
tion to this Parliament on behalf of these
people. This is a true democratic process
but this member of the Labor Party seeks
to take away from the people an avenue of
presentation for their particular point of
view.

I am astounded that this state of affairs
has been reached In Western Australia.

When the Hon, Lyla Elliott spoke earlier
this afternoon, she said that she was con-
cerned at the attitude being adopted by
certain people. At the time she was refer-
ring to the incident in Forrest Place and
she expressed her concern at this intoler-
able attitude in our community. I share
her view in that regard, but I feel it is
even more serious to have a member of
this State Parllament sugegesting that a
democratic process which is available to
the people of Western Australia ought to
be discontinued. I hope on some future
occasion some other member of the ALP
will rise to reassure me that this is not the
official attitude of that party. I will go
even further and say that I hope no poli-
tical party in Australla would advocate
action of the type suggested by this mem-
ber in another place.

Having read the petition to the House,
perhaps it is advisable to read a Press
cutting which the member in another place
referred to in the question he asked of a
Minister., The article 1s headed, * *Slum’
claim over SHC project” and members will
bear in mind the petition I have read to
the House. The article reads—

A WA government MP has strongly
attacked the State Housing Commis-
sion over what is claimed to be a
“slum-type” housing development at
Langford.

Mr Clive Griffiths, MLC, secretary of
the Parliamentary Liberal Party, said
people whg qualified for BHC assis-
tance had complained to him about the
project.

Sald Mr. Griffiths: “Surely it is mis-
appropriation of public funds when
maoney is spent on something which is
not acceptable to the people.”

Mr Griffiths said the people objected
to an extension of the SHC's recently
completed Wingrove Precincet at Lang-
ford. They had sent a petition to him
which had been presented to Parlia-
ment on Thursday.

Mr Griffiths said he had arranged a
deputation of objectors to meet the
Minister for Housing, Mr 'Nefl, on
August 9.

One of the main objections to the
proposed new devclopment was that it
wat: t%n the highest point of land in the
es .
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Mr Griffiths would press Mr. O'Neil
for modifications or redesighing of the
project,

“It is the same sort of development
which has taken place at Balga and
Lockridge,” he said, “It is the sort of
thing people are constantly complain-
ing about.”

Mr Griffiths said one of the oblga-
tlons of the SHC was to provide a type
of housing acceptable to those people
who would occupy it.

“It is not good enough for the com-
mission to say it has fulfilled its obli-
gation merely by building accommoda-
tion and then saying it’s too bad If
people don’t like the units.”

The article clearly indicates the things that
Clive Griffiths said. He pointed out that
the people had expressed to him their dis-
like of that type of development—these
were the people who would occupy the
houses. He went on to say that the people
had taken up a petition and he had pre-
sented it on their behalf. He said that at
their request he had arranged a deputation
and he also sald that in his opinion it was
a misappropriation of public funds for the
State Housing Commission to spend money
on a type of accommodation which was not
acceptable to the majority of the people
wha were to occupy it.

He went on to say, “It is not good enough
for the commission to say take it or leave
it as it has been saying ever since
I have been In this Parliament—and as it
continues to say. I will not digress
onto the subject of the State Housing Com-~-
mission because I am conscious of the time,
I would like to talk about the commission
because I have a few things to say about
it but I am more concerned about the atti-
tude adopted by this member of the ALP
who contends that a member of Parliament
ought not to do the things I have done on
behalf of my constituents. I hope that the
day never comes when a member of Par-
liament is restricted to the extent that
this particular member proposes. I hope
that every member of the ALP in this
Chamber will let us know that he does not
agree with that type of gagging of mem-
bers of Parliament.

I felt it was imperative for the sake of
these people in Langford to put the record
straight about what they did and about the
article in the Press. These people ought to
be reassured that their members of Par-
liament, whomever they are, are elected to
present the views of their constituents to
the bhest of their ability, and to carry out
all the democratic processes available to
them, without some political party advo-
cating that these processes should be neg-
%tﬁald With those few words I support the

Debate adjourned on motion by the Hon.
W. R. Withers.
House adjourned aqf 541 p.m.




